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dialogue takes place between two characters who are, essentially Coates'
inventions, not Jane's at all.

That brings me to what is surely of crucial importance in the writingof
such endings: the obligation not to be dull. For me that takes precedence
over faithful imitation. Jane's effects depend upon sharp, crystalline
observation of a society intimately known to her, of the uneventful round
of life in a country village nearly two hundred years ago. That is very hard
to imitate: you cannot dazzle your readers with the pyrotechnics of
incident; villains and grotesques and flights offancy are denied you; the
re-creation of her incomparable style is not to be looked for. It is,

consequently, all too easy to be dull. So I forgiveJohn Coates a great deal.
That does not include all his alterations to the fragment, but it does
include his ignorance of the outline inthe Memoir. Coates is the one who
takes most liberties, but he also succeeds better at making a continuation
that is entertaining in its own right. He even makes sure that the infamous
road through the village is mended. Coates had written nine novels and
two plays before he wrote this, and perhaps that gave him the courage to
be disobedient. By which you will see that naughty boy Coates, drawing
moustaches on the Queen, succeeds best for me, which is why he is the one
to whom I would award a woolwork picture, "Knit your own stuff."
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